INTERNATIONAL TRAINING SEMINAR FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

DEFENDERS
Suva, Fiji Islands 31 July and August 4 — 5, 2006

The International Service for Human Rights (ISHR) and the Fiji Human Rights Commission in
collaboration with the Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre (FWCC), Asia Pacific Women, Law and
Development (APWLD) and Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-
ASIA) is holding an International Training Seminar on Human Rights Defenders in parallel
with the 11™ annual meeting of the Asia Pacific Forum for National Human Rights Institutions
held in Suva, Fiji.

ISHR together with the Fiji Human Rights Commission as the host member of the 11" annual
meeting of the Asia Pacific Forum decided to conduct an international training seminar for
human rights defenders parallel to the Asia Pacific Forum for National Human Rights
Institutions (APF). The APF is a regional body that supports, through regional cooperation,
the establishment and development of national institutions in order to protect and promote the
human rights of the peoples of the region. Prior to this meeting, an NGO Forum held by the
Asia-Pacific Human Rights Network (APHRN),  which congregates representatives from
numerous NGOs in the region to discuss thematic issues that are on the agenda of the APF
annual meeting and to prepare NGO interventions to the APF meeting.

Aim

The international training seminar aims to promote practical knowledge about international
and national mechanisms for the protection of human rights defenders in the Asia Pacific
region and to explore the role that national human rights institutions can play as protection
mechanisms for human rights defenders. .

The training also aims to encourage regional discussion regarding human rights defenders
and promote collaboration between national human rights institutions and NGOs to identify
areas of cooperation and specific steps to improve the protection of defenders in the region.
At the end of the seminar, it is hoped that there will be a strengthen collaboration and
information sharing between NGOs, national human rights institutions and the APF on issues
related to human rights defenders.

The seminar will empower organisations in the region by training a representative of their
choice. The course is designed for experienced human rights activists and organisations that
intend to use the international human rights systems in their everyday work. Participants will
also be trained on the United Nations human rights procedures for the better promotion and
protection of human rights.



Characteristics of the course
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The course will consist of not more than 30 trainees from the Asia-Pacific region.

All participants are responsible to find their own funding for the course, though with
the permanent support of ISHR. In some exceptional circumstances, ISHR may be
able to offer scholarships.

The course will be held over three days. On the first day, the international training
seminar will focus on assessing the issues and risks facing human rights defenders
and women human rights defenders in the Asia Pacific region. The program will also
cover the legal frameworks as well as the international and regional mechanisms
available for the protection of human rights defenders. On the second and third day,
the training will focus on sensitising the human rights defenders on the UN reform
and how to use the international human rights procedures in their everyday work.
During the week, participants of the course will be expected to attend the 11™ annual
meeting of the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions.

Target groups

The intended beneficiaries of the international training seminar are as follows:
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Active involvement for three or more years in a human
rights/development/humanitarian NGO or national human rights institution or an
international organisation;

organisation should have the resources to be able to access and use national,
regional and international mechanisms where possible;

Basic knowledge of international human rights law;

Working in an organisation capable of using national, regional and international
human rights systems;

Good written and spoken English;

In the selection process, a balance is sought between the trainees in terms of gender, sexual
orientation, human rights issues addressed by the organisation and the countires they
represent. ISHR and the Fiji Human Rights Commission will select the participants. In the pre-
selection process, advice is also sought from ISHR and the Fiji Human Rights Commission
partner networks.

Application

The application process is now open. Please apply for the course by e-mailing the application
form to Ms.Melissa Fernandez at m.fernandez@ishr-sidh.ch or Ms.Inmaculada Barcia at
i.barcia@ishr-sidh.ch




About us
International Service for Human Rights (ISHR)

For the last 20 years, the International Service for Human Rights has provided practical
human rights training worldwide to human rights defenders and public institutions,
empowering them to access and use international human rights procedures, standards and
mechanisms. In conjunction with training, ISHR provides analytical reports on the UN and
other international and regional human rights mechanisms. ISHR also delivers capacity
building and advocacy services that contribute to protecting the rights of human rights
defenders. Specific advocacy activities also focus on enhancing the effectiveness of the
international and regional human rights mechanisms.

Fiji Human Rights Commission

The Fiji Human Rights Commission was enacted by an Act of Parliament through the 1997
Constitution. Its role and function is clearly stipulated in the Human Rights Commission Act of
1999. It is the only National Institution in the Pacific Region. The Commission has a
constitutional mandate to protect economic, social and cultural rights as well as civil and
political rights in fiji. It has a Chairperson, 2 part time Commissioners and is managed by a
Director. It promotes and protects human rights in Fiji.



